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Wildwood Dancing

Marillier, Juliet

2007. 416 p. Alfred A. Kopf. 

$16.99 hardcover (0-375-83364-9). Grades 8-12.

In her debut young adult novel, Marillier has woven the mysteries of faeries, vampires, loyalty, love and the Romanian wilderness into a fantasy tale of choices and letting go. Every Full Moon, Jena and her four sisters are magically transported into the Faerie Court, where they dance the night away, returning every morning before sunrise. Their fantasy is torn apart when the oldest sister, Tatiana, falls in love with Silence, an outsider who has arrived at Court with the feared Night People. Jena’s loyalties between her sisters’ safety and happiness are mirrored at home, where the girls’ cousin Cezar begins to take over their household and with it, their independence. Cezar starts waging a war against the forest and it’s inhabitants, who he blames for the death of his older brother. Aided by her faithful friend, Gogu the toad (who is more than what he seems), Jena must not only find a way to save her faerie friends from Cezar, but also her village from the Night People. Weaving elements from classic fairy-tales with Romanian folklore, this wonderful tale will especially appeal to older teenager girls, whose own feelings might be mirrored in Tatiana’s struggle with forbidden love and in Jena’s duty towards her family. 

Zen Shorts

Muth, Jon J.

2005. 40 p. Scholastic. Illustrated by the author.

 $16.95 hardcover (0-439-33911-1) Grades K- 3.

When Stillwater the Panda, carrying a bright red umbrella, shows up in the backyard of siblings Addy, Michael and Karl, the children quickly befriend the giant gentle bear. One by one they each visit Stillwater at his home, and it is here Stillwater enlightens each of them with a different story based on Zen teachings. Each “story within a story” tells a simple tale that invites children to think about the consequences of their actions and emotions in a thoughtful way, while teaching them a bit about the Buddhist religion. Muth uses a simple yet elegant storytelling style that accentuates the illustrations and just asks to be read aloud. The picture book is illustrated in lavishly detailed watercolors and each of the three Zen “shorts” are drawn in simple black ink-brush strokes that give them the feel of a classic folktale. Stillwater’s lovable nature and size lend itself to the gentle nature of the storytelling and artwork, which has earned it a well-deserved Caldecott Honor Award. Younger children might not understand the lessons within each story, but they will no doubt fall in love with the giant panda bear and wish they could go next door for a quick visit and a story or two. 

