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Multicultural Picture Books about School

Ashley, Bernard. Cleversticks. New York: Crown 1995

Ling Sung, a young Chinese boy, wishes that he could do something special like his classmates. Then he discovers that he can share his chopstick skills with his classmates, who can’t wait to try it themselves!

Begaye, Lisa. Building a Bridge. Flagstaff, AZ: Northland Publishing, 1993.

Anna and Juanita are both from Native American reservations and are scared about their first day of school, feeling like they don’t fit in with the other children. Their teacher helps them to see that everyone can work together and understand each other, no matter how different they may seem on the outside.

Cazet, Denys. Born in the Gravy. New York: Orchard Books, 1993.

Mexican-American Margarita shares a humorous account of her first day of kindergarten with her father in both Spanish and English. Even when an older boy tells her she’s a “kindergarten baby, born in the gravy,” she doesn’t let it get her spirits down as she shares and comments on everything that happened to her and her friends at school.

Choi, Yangsook. The Name Jar. New York: Random House, 2003.

After being teased on the bus, Korean born Unhei decides she wants a new American name and asks her classmates to help her by putting suggestions into a jar. In the end, she realizes her name is part of what makes her special and is excited when one of her classmates takes his own Korean nickname meaning “friend.”

Levine, Ellen. I Hate English! New York: Scholastic, 1995.

Mei Mei in new in America and feels lost in class when she doesn’t understand all the words in a story. Her teacher helps her to realize she doesn’t have to lose her identity and she learns to speak in English in addition to her native Chinese.

Martin, Ann. Rachel Parker, Kindergarten Show-Off. New York: Holiday House, 1992.

Olivia, an African American girl, becomes jealous of her new neighbor Rachel, who is Caucasian, who seems to do everything Olivia can do. Their teacher helps them to see they don’t need to be jealous of each other and in the end they become friends.

Millman, Issac. Moses Goes to School. New York: Frances Foster Books, 2000. 

Moses may go to a school for the deaf and hard of hearing, but he has to learn and go to school just the same as everyone else. Moses and his friends learn American Sign Language, which is included in diagrams that accompany the text.

Pak, Soyung. Sumi's First Day of School Ever. New York: Viking Books, 2003.

Sumi is starting school and is scared because she does not speak English, only Korean. After some lonely moments, she comes to realize that her teacher and classmates are actually nice and that maybe school isn’t so bad as she thought.

Recorvits, Helen and Gabi Swiatkowska. My Name is Yoon. New York: Frances Foster Books, 2003.

Yoon dislikes her new life in America, including how her name looks written in English. As she imagines herself back home in Korea, her father encourages her to accept America. She finally comes to enjoy her new classmates and eventually learns to write her name.

Rosenberry, Vera. Vera’s First Day of School. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1999.

Vera can’t wait to start school with her big sisters. But she accidentally misses the bell and is late so she runs home scared. Her mother finds her under the bed and brings her back to school, where she plays with her diverse classmates and realizes it’s okay to make a mistake every once in a while. 

Stuve-Boden, Stephanie. Elizabeti’s School. New York: Lee & Low Books, 2002.

Elizabeti finds it hard to concentrate at school in Tanzania as she thinks about her family at home in her village. Once she returns home for the day, she realizes how the skills she learned at school can be used at home too.

Taulbert, Clifton L. Little Cliff’s First Day of School. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers, 2001. 

Today is Little Cliff’s first day of school, but he is too scared to attend and tries numerous attempts to hide from Big Mama. In the end, he finds that school is a place for fun, not just work in this tale set during the 1950’s in the American South.
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